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The draft scope currently excludes people who have already been
diagnosed. We feel this group should be included because….
Parents of children diagnosed with ADHD are offered parenting
groups as part of the post diagnostic support package/intervention.
However the take up by parents of groups is very low and drop out
is common. The result is that medication is the sole intervention
offered to children. This is problematic a) because for most children
diagnosed with ADHD there is no evidence that medication alone
has benefits and b) this gives children and their families the
erroneous message that ADHD is a mono-causal, purely biological
illness and reinforces parents’ reluctance to take up interventions
which aim to improve parent-child relationships and parenting
strategies
Despite the low take-up up of parenting groups, many children
presenting at CAMHS with ADHD symptoms are struggling with
relationship difficulties hat are not addressed by medication. In
particular those children with attachment difficulties and those
being cared for by parents with mental health problems could
benefit from their parents being offered bespoke, individual
parenting support. This could reduce drop-out and facilitate more
families to adhere to the combined treatment model which is most
likely to produce optimal results for the child. It may also help some
parents develop a more nuanced understanding of their child’s
difficulties and reduce the often unrealistic expectation that
medication is the only/best solution.
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There is now some evidence that psychoanalytic treatments
can significantly decrease ADHD symptoms (see LeuzingerBohleber, M., Laezer, K. L., Pfenning-Meerkoetter, N., Fischmann, T., Wolff, A., & Green, J. (2011). Psychoanalytic
treatment of ADHD children in the frame of two extraclinical
studies: The Frankfurt Prevention Study and the EVA Study.
Journal of Infant, Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy, 10,
32–50.)

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
Add extra rows if needed

Checklist for submitting comments
• Use this form and submit it as a Word document (not a PDF).
• Include page and line number (not section number) of the text each comment is about.
• Combine all comments from your organisation into 1 response. We cannot accept
more than 1 response from each organisation.
• Do not paste other tables into this table – type directly into the table.
• Underline and highlight any confidential information or other material that you do not
wish to be made public.
• Do not include medical information about yourself or another person from which you or
the person could be identified.
• Spell out any abbreviations you use
• For copyright reasons, do not include attachments such as research articles, letters or
leaflets. We return comments forms that have attachments without reading them. The
stakeholder may resubmit the form without attachments.
Note: We reserve the right to summarise and edit comments received during consultations,
or not to publish them at all, if we consider the comments are too long, or publication would
be unlawful or otherwise inappropriate.
Comments received during our consultations are published in the interests of openness and
transparency, and to promote understanding of how recommendations are developed. The
comments are published as a record of the comments we received, and are not endorsed by
NICE, its officers or advisory Committees.

Please add extra rows as needed

Please return to: [insert email address]
NICE reserves the right to summarise and edit comments received during consultations, or not to publish them
at all, where in the reasonable opinion of NICE, the comments are voluminous, publication would be unlawful or
publication would be otherwise inappropriate.

